

GREAT WAKERING PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Planning Committee held on Tuesday 18th November 2025, in the Parish Council Offices, Little Wakering Hall Lane, Great Wakering, SS3 0HH, commencing at 3.00 p.m.

Present: -
Councillors: D. Efde, R. Efde, P. Hitchman and L. Rodger.  B Wilkins (ex-officio) 
In attendance: -
S. Hyatt (Parish Clerk)
1. To elect a Chair of the Committee.

Resolved that Councillor D. Efde be elected Chair.
2. To receive apologies for absence.

 All present. 
3. To receive declarations of interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
All Councillors resident in Gt Wakering. D. Efde District Councillor RDC.
4. To agree as a correct record the minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on 13th June 2024.
Resolved that the minutes be accepted.
5. The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Great Wakering to address the Council.

Comments made as reflected below.
6. To consider planning applications and to decide upon any response to the District Council:
a) 25/00150/OUT Land at Tithe Barn. 

Resolved that the Clerk draft correspondence regarding the following objections:
The entire application in entirely within green belt, the land is classed as best and most versatile land which is only supposed to be built upon in exceptional circumstances – no special circumstances have been proven for the desecration of this site, therefore the application is inappropriate development in the Green Belt. RDC’s council Core Strategy itself stresses the importance of protecting BMV land. A recent Rochford and Southend Joint Green Belt study assesses the land as making a strong contribution in protecting unrestricted sprawl eroding separation between rural village and urban spread therefore there is no qualify for amendment to grey belt.

 
The scale of the application would totally change the character of the village of Great Wakering, a development of this scale would lead to the challenge that Great Wakering is not a village but a town, and green belt policy currently distinguishes between towns and villages any such large scale development would put our rural village which dates from the Neolithic age at risk.

 

Great Wakering is situated in a highly individual setting on the edge of a peninsula, therefore would suffer more than other areas with the increased amount of traffic which would be caused by this development. The only main road out of the village is the A13 which is already highly congested with journey times already being high. To travel this route Parishioners have to travel through Southend City Council area which is in the process of granting (has granted) applications at Fossett’s Farm and land adjoining Bournes Green Chase (a development which would be in the immediate vicinity of the current application). Poynters Lane is a very narrow country road with restricted width, for HGV’s and other vehicles such as farm vehicles this road is the only road they are allowed to use due to weight restriction on other routes.  

 
The MOD site on Foulness Island has also been upgraded to an upper tier site in its experimental activities, in the event of evacuation of Foulness and Great Wakering due to flooding or other emergency there would be total gridlock if a development of this size was allowed. This would be exacerbated if residents of Shoebury had to evacuate as well.

 
We object on the grounds of environmental and ecological impact on the land due to such large-scale development.

 
Additionally we have concerns re flood risk and SUDS.

 

 There is overall a total lack of infrastructure to support this application and our    

 local MP has repeatedly stated that he cannot support large developments   

 without infrastructure first.

b) 25/00356/FUL 36 Victoria Drive.
Resolved objection on the grounds of overdevelopment of the site, not in keeping with surrounding area and flood risk.
c) 25/00762/FUL 1 Crouchmans Cottages, Poynters Lane.
Resolved no objection.
d) Any other planning applications received before the date of the meeting.

Separate Meeting required.

Resolved that the Clerk draft correspondence including the following concerns and queries:
· Unaware of what internal renovations have already been undertaken.

· Traffic generation, issues with school parking.

· Lack off on-site parking.

· Amenity – noise and disturbance of staff, visitor and delivery comings and goings.

· Concern re staffing numbers.
  7.  At the Chairman’s discretion to exchange information relating to 

       planning matters.
       116 Conway Avenue change of use.
 Meeting Closed 4.18p.m.
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